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11. See especially his Sufi Path of Knowledge and The Self-Disclosure of God
(Albany, NY, 1989, 1998).
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concentrating specifically on the work of Sheikh Ahmad bin
Mustafa al-Allawi and clarifying the existential manifestations
of the huruf, especially those which are present in the divine
word. The writer considers that what qualified the prime
mystics to reach the status of kashf (uncovering) of the hidden
aspects of the huruf, words, and expressions is these mystics’
moral and practical methodology in search of the meaning
which unites them in the truth and keeps them in the domain
of existential investigation.

The “Treasure Trove of Books” section contains two analytical
essays. The first essay by Khaled al-Ali analyzes Richard Tarnas’s
book The Pain of the Western Mind which touches on the
tragedy of the pessimistic civilization. The second essay by the
Lebanese writer and poet Naim Talhoug examines the book
Physics of Faith by the two Russian scholars F.U. Tkhipolav
and T.S. Tkhipolav, pointing to the possibility of removing
contradiction between natural science and revelation.
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Abstract

traditions throughout the past two decades. English readers
are now able to access the work of prominent intellectuals such
as Ghazali, Ibn Sina, Ibn Arabi, Sahrawardi, Mulla Sadra, and
others. The efforts of a number of scholars are highly valuable,
such as William Chittick who translated hundreds of pages of
Ibn Arabi’s work and provided scholars and readers with some
of the best possible tools to learn how to read this work.

Anthropological Orientalism on Sufism: A Critique
Saber Aba Zaid!

This essay examines the information presented by
Western orientalist studies on Islamic Sufism. |t criticizes the
epistemic flaws and ideological implementations present
in these studies, especially in the work of orientalists who
have studied Sufism from an anthropological methodology.
The essay draws the attention of the reader to the fact that
orientalist viewpoints —whether they are critical, analytical or
comparative- differ depending on the intellectual/ideological
disposition of the orientalist.

Existential Manifestations of the Huruf: Interpretation of
the Mystic Language according to Sheikh Allawi

Rizqi Bin Awmar!?

This essay provides an approach to the dimensions and
significance of the huruf in the language of Islamic mystics,

[1]- Professor of Sufism in the Department of Literature at South Valley University, Egypt.
[2]- Researcher on Philosophy and Sufism, Oran University, Algeria.




Islamic societies during the second and thirds centuries of the
hijra were connected to the political struggle of that time.

Ibn Arabi Preceded Hegel by Six Centuries in the Innovation
of Concepts

Interview with Russian Intellectual Alexander Knysh

Interview conducted and translated to Arabic by: Hadi
Mohammad al-Lawaty

Interview prepared for publication by: Jad Maqdisi

Inthisinterview, RussianintellectualandacademicAlexander
Knysh discusses topics derived from highly specialized
disciplines, especially when the topic matters are related to
Sufi and mystic concepts, in addition to metaphysical fields of
knowledge which he has researched and formed opinions on.
Theinterview provides insight into Knysh’s personal biography,
his academic pursuit with the activity of scholarly research
and instruction, and finally his Sufi inclination.

Beginning of a New System of Islamic Philosophy: Exploring
the Future

Caner Dagli'!

This essay strives to explore what shall be forthcoming
with the beginning of a new system of Islamic philosophy
by shedding light on the influence of valuable studies and
translations of Islamic, philosophical, Sufi, and theological

[1]- Professor of Religious Studies, Princeton University, New Jersey, United States.
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Futuwa of Wisdom: Examining Political ‘Irfan According to
Said Nursi

Jaafar Nasrill

This essay sheds light on the concept of political futuwa
according to the mystic Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, which
forms a continuation of the halagat established by Sufis and
mystics throughout the ages. Nursi was distinguished by his
adherence to ethical traditions for the purpose of confronting
the serious political transformations in Turkey during the era
of Kamal Ataturk and the following phase. This essay studies
how Nursi and his students strove to spread the Risale-i Nur
book collection to confront the secular tide which had swept
over spiritual values and had championed western culture.

Futuwa in the Quran and ‘Irfan: Significance of the Meaning
Ahmad Majed?

This essay examines the significance of the concept of
futuwa, a term which, from an Islamic aspect, has been
recognized, infused with religious meanings, and linked with
the duties of prophecy in human society. The essay explores
the presence of this concept in the Quran, providing several
examples before moving on to examining futuwa within Sufism.
However, the writer does not delve into a historical review
of futuwa, as he considers that the movements of futuwa in

[1]- Researcher on Philosophy and Professor of Anthropology of Religion, Mustansiriya University,
Iraq.

[2]- Academic and Researcher on Philosophical Thought. Al-Maaref al-Hekmiya Institute for Religious
and Philosophical Studies, Lebanon.




encompassed the political and social domains. Throughout
history, the futuwas have occupied a place in Islamic society
and the market-place. They have been present among the
classes of craftsmen and have imposed proprieties and
standards of behavior which have become intertwined with
the intellectual composition of these classes. Futuwas have
been able to project the spirit of civic civilizational life on Sufi
concepts, with new concepts and terminologies emerging,
the most prominent of which is Civic Sufism. This essay
presents evidence on this hypothesis and its soundness in the
epistemological and sociological field.

Mystic Ribat: The Status of Futuwa in Resistance to
Colonialism in Africa

Redwan Mohammad Said Ezoli'!

This essay examines the concept of futuwainribat, shedding
light on the position of Sufism and the role of Sufi masters
in resisting European colonialism in Africa. The essay also
focuses on clarifying historical facts regarding this role which
has been ignored by historians. This study mentions a number
of Sufi tarigas which have contributed to resisting imperialism
and reforming society, such as the Sanousi movement, and
the Qadiri, Shadhili, Rahmani, Tijani and Dargawi tarigas. It
also mentions a number of the leaders of these orders such
as Omar al-Mukhtar, Abdul-Qader al-Jaza’iri, Mohammad Ali
al-Sanousi, al-Jabarti, Ma’ al-‘Aynayn and others.
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The Futuwa of the Spirit in the Futuhat of lbn Arabi:
Between True Existence and the Vanishing of Non-Existence

Laila Abdul-Karim Khalifal!

The concept of futuwa —which requires high ethics, strength,
and ability- meets with the concepts of prophecy, wisdom and
knowledge in the ideology of Ibn Arabi. [bn Arabi considers the
“fata spirit” as the heart possessing “noble divine attribution,
the lofty entity position; and his generosity is deduced from
his futuwa.” This essay focuses on the futuwa of the spirit as
presented in the book al-Futuhat al-Makkiya by Ibn Arabi and
contains an examination of the concept by exploring metaphor
and truth, revelation and Sharia, inba’ and i’tibar.

Futuwa in its Expression of Civic Sufism: A Socio-Cultural
Approach

Ali Mohammad Moatheni %
Fatima Mehri®!

Futuwa is considered by some to be a form of general Sufism,
but this conception appears insufficient in clarifying the role
and influence of futuwa on the growth and development
of social and civilizational life. There is no doubt that this
behavioral course adopted by Sufis and mystics has exerted a
huge influence on civic life in Islamic societies. This influence
was not only confined to the intellectual domain, but also

[1]- Researcher on the History of Civilizations, University Professor specialized in the thought of Ibn
Arabi, Jordan.

[2]- Professor at Tehran University.

[3]- PHD student at Tehran University.
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Manifestations of Futuwa in Islamic Sufism: A Review of

Theorization on the Concept
Quwaidary al-Akhdar!"

The ethics of futuwa are considered among the essential
foundations of tazkiya according to Sufis, and one of the basic
passageways to gain knowledge of God. Sufism necessarily
entails a conduct of mercy toward all creation. It is impossible
for a Sufi to establish a connection with God while possessing
a heart which bears grudges and hatred toward others. In
summary, the journey through the stations of ‘irfan must be
accompanied with high ethics, overflowing with mercy and
love to all creatures.

Messages of Futuwa: Mystic Conduct and Its Influence on
Innovation in Craftsmanship

Mohammad Shakibadel'” Reda al-Musawi al-Kilanit3!

The “messages of futuwa” influence artistic innovation,
according to the tariga of the muriid and the murad. This essay
sheds light on how craftsmen in historical Islamic and Iranian
culture adopted the “messages of futuwa” for proceeding on
the path of Truth and instructing student artists. The purpose
of this study is to establish the concept of futuwa from a
scholarly viewpoint rooted in Sufism and Islamic ‘irfan.

[1]- Professor in the Department of Philosophy, University of Amar Telidji University, Laghouat,
Algeria.

[2]- PHD student in the Philosophy of Art, University of Religions and Denominations, Iran.

[3]- Member of the Scholarly Committee, University of Religions and Denominations, Iran.
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